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— 


Gentlemen of the General Assembly of the State of Colorado 


Custom has established certain forms and’ ceremonies 
for the induction into office of the executive officers of the 
State. A part of such ceremony consists in the delivery 
by the chief of this department of an address to you ın 
joint session. 


I do not understand that it was ever intended that 
an inaugural address was to furnish your honorable body 
with any information, or deal very extensively in recom- 
mendations. Instituted for the purposes of conventional 
ornamentation, it will at the hands of a man of plain 
speech, necessitate brevity, beyond such practical sugges- 
tions as seem to me of utmost importance; and having in 
your presence taken the prescribed oath of office, І am 
ready to proceed with the conventional duty iīmposed 
upon me. я 

But before entering upon the discharge of any of the 
duties that the people have selected me to perform, I de- 
sire to express to them, through you, their chosen repre- 
sentatives, 


MY PROFOUND GRATITUDE 


for the confidence they have placed in me by choosing 
me from their number to the exalted position of Govērnor 
of this State. In return for this great honor 1 can only 
promise to perform the duties of this high office, as I shali 
see and know them, honestly, faithfully and with what- 
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ever ability I may possess. I fully realize the burdens 
and responsibilities of my position, and only hope that I 
may as fully comprehend its duties. 

A residence of twenty-five years in the State, and as- 
sociation with all classes of its people, a continuous con- 
nection with its mining, agricultural and stock interests, 
has given me some knowledge of the needs of the people; 
yet our rapid growth, both in wealth and population, ex- 
tending over a territory embracing four degrees of lati- 
tude and seven of longitude, is beyond-the knowledge of 
any man who has not frequently traveled over this broad 
domain and personally witnessed the quickening indus- 
tries of _ 

AN ENERGETIC PEOPLE. 


Evidences of prosperity and permanent growth are 
found in all parts of the State, in the steady increase of 
manufactories, the rapid growth of the business of stock- 
growing, the wonderful increase in the development of 
our mineral resources, and the marvelous expansion of 
our agricultural interests. The hardships'of pioneer life 
are things of the past, and we are fast becoming a people 
blessed with all the advantages of modern civilization. 

The earth can be made to yield her increase beyond 
our necessities, and every industry that goes to make a 
State independent of other States, can be successfully car- 
ried on within our borders. We have just cause to be 
thankful for the abundance which a kind Providence 
permits us to enjoy, in a land of sunshine and an atmos- 
phere that gives health to the failing and invigorates the 
strong 

“This country, with its institutions, 


BELONGS TO THE PEOPLE 


who inhabit it,” can be as aptly applied to this great State 
as Ši was applied, by the immortal Lincoln, to a great Re- 
ublic. 

i Believing to the fullest extent in the Republican 
idea, that the chief magistrate derives all of his authority 
from the people, I desıre the most liberal and unrestricted 
communication between the people and the executive, to 
the end that I may ascertain their will and execute it for 
the common good. 

Politics always has:.largely controlled, and always 
will under our form of government, very largely control 
the selection of public servants, and yet it must not be 
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overlooked that, they were merely the guardians for the 
tame being of the public interests The maxim that “He 
serves his party best who serves the State, best,” is as in- 
controvertible in Colorado politics as anywhere else. Party 
fealty does not require a public officer to jeopardize the 
interests of the State in payment of political obligations. 


POLITICAL DEBTS SHOULD BE PAID 


as honestly as any other, but during my administration 
the business of the Sfate,in so far as I can control it, shall 
be conducted on strictly. business principles Economy 
in the administration of public affairs 15 a public duty 
which every public servant owes to the taxpayer who 
furnishes the money to carry on the government. Taxes 
are paid none too-cheerfully, even when paid with the 
assurance that they will be honestly applied in payment 
of necessary governmental expenses. I shall favor the 
strictest economy in the expenditure of public money 
The Constitution provides for the submission’ to you 
by the Governor, at the opening of your session, of a prac- 
tical document intended to assist you in considering the 
wants of the State. My honored predecessor has complied 
with that constitutional provision in ап able and compre- 
hensive message, that will stand in the records of this de- 
partment as a monument, not merely of his great ability, 
but of his hdelity to the interest of the State > I heartily 
concur in all of his recommendations, aud earnestly urge 
them upon your careful consideration Some of them I 
desire to specifically call your ‘attention to, as being of 
more than ordinary importance г ў 


М 


THAT PORTION OF GOVERNOR GRANTS MESSAGE 


which treats of finance is so replete with facts and figures 
that scarcely anything need be said in support of his re- 
commendations. It would seem very poor financial 
management to keep several hundred thousand dollars of 
specific funds lying idle ın- the State Treasury for an in- 
definite time, when such funds could be so readily used 
in taking up a like amount of interest-bearing State war- 
rants, convertible into cash without trouble or loss, when- 
ever occasion required. States, like individuals, ‘become 
financially independent, not so much by what they - get 

as by what they save. A saving of interest is of like im- ~ 
portance with reduction of principal, and provision should 
at once be made that investment of such idle funds could 
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be legally made by purchase of such outstanding warrants. 

In addition to the very able suggestions of Engineer 
Nettleton in his report on this subject, I desire to call 
especial attention to the well known fact, the present sup- 
ply of. water 


FOR THE PURPOSE OF IRRIGATION, 


while it may be sufficient for present wants, will soon be 
found to be entirely inadequate. There are large -areas 
of government land in the mountains, entirely valueless 
for any other purpose than immense watersheds, and 
within the limits of which artificial reservoirs could be 
constructed to impound the flood waters for use as neces- 
sity might require. I would submit to your judgment the 
propriety of memorializing Congress for a grant of suffi- 
cient lands for such purpose. 


QUARANTINE LAWS. 


I am informed that the Stock Growers’ Association 
has been lately in session, consulting upon the subject of 
needed legislation to prevent the spread of contagious 
diseases among the herds of cattle in this State. Great 
weight should be given to its suggestions upon this sub- 
ject, as they will comprise the deliberate judgment of men 
who are engaged in, and understand the business, and 
have practical knowledge of the evils sought to be reme- 
died. It must be borne in mind that remedial statutes 
are framed for the protection of the citizens, and not for 
the trader who seeks to make a commercial trail across 
our State, filled with the germs of disease that will spread 
destruction to one of our most valuable industries. Any 
kind of quarantine law must necessarily work hardships to 
the owner of property under the ban of its operation. 
Such legislation is clearly an eXercise of 


THE POWER OF POLICE REGULATION, 


and whatever measure in your judgment will afford the 
protection required will meet my hearty concurrence. 
Whether the coal mine inspection law be sufficiently 
stringent in its provisions for the full protection of the lives 
of those who work underground, I am not fully advised. 
The terrible accident, still fresh in the minds of the peo- 


. ple of this State, which occurred in the Crested Butte 


mine, would further the belief that additional legislation 
might be necessary. It is a sacred duty incumbent upon 
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you to da, to enact laws with the severest penalties, 
against the careless and negligent destruction or even 
спорите of human Ше. In this connection it might 
be well to call attention to the late troubles between the 
miners and their employers, resulting’ in the miners’ 
strike, which at one time threatened to bring disaster ‘to 
others than the parties immediately connected therewith. 
While the conflicts 77 M Е 
BETWEEN LABOR AND CAPITAL 


have not in this State reached the alarming proportions 
witnessed in the older States, yet the late trouble is cer- 
tainly of sufficient importance to justify a deep and care 
ful study by the members of this Legislature. At the 
Republican Convention held at Colorado Springs, and I 
believe also at the Democratic Convention, a petition’ was 
~ presented by leaders of the labor element, asking notice 
to be taken of the injustice done them by moneyed cor- 
porations in this State. Particular attention should be 
given such appeals It would seem that legislation might 
be had to deal fairly and equitably in such matters with- 
eut injustice to either labor or capital. ~ Much is depend- 
ont upon the legislative department for a proper and last- 
ing solution of this vexed question. 

Loco weed agriculture, encouraged by State aid, has 
grown into one of the most prosperous industries of ‘the 
State. As yet its cultivation is confined to the counties of 
Huerfano and El Paso. It is, however, only a question of 
time when other counties will -become alive to the ad- 
vantages to be derived from providing in advance for the 
payment of their State taxes, and - 

ENGAGE IN THIS PROFITABLE EMPLOYMENT. 
The marvelous yield of product plainly indicates a dis- 
play of intelligence only equaled in the cultivation of al-- 
falfa. It may be well to consider, in this connection, the 
„able report of the State Engineer on the subject of over- 
production, and it may be deemed by you advisable to 
suggést, by appropriate legislation, to this intelligent class 
of agriculturists other branches of farming, if not so prof- 
itable, yet of more benefit to the people at large by keep- 
ing over $6,000,000 annually from being sent abroad for 
оос that сап be more economically raised ай home. 
, after careful deliberation, you should come to the con- ` 
clusion that the mountain lion hunter, the wolf scaiper, 
the hawk breeder and the loco weed farmer should be en- 
` couraged to embark in some other equally ‘energetic put- 
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suit, I shall not feel disposed to exercise my constitutional 
power of vetoing such a measure. 

There is a general feeling among the people that 

THE PRESENT FEE SYSTEM IS WRONG, 
and in many localities it has become burdensome The 
official income of many county and precinct officers far 
exceeds the income of the hardest worked man in any of 
the callings of life. The Sheriff and Clerk receive more 
than the Judge on the bench. A Justice of the Peace or 
Constable, more than our Supreme Judges. Many of the 
officers, whose duties are merely clerical, receive an annual 
income greatly in excess of any salary paid in the Exec- 
utive or Judiciary departments of the State Government. 
Any measure tending toward the correction of such abuse 
will meet my hearty approval. 
CONCLUSION. 

Many well-founded complaints have heretofore been 
made concerning poorly digested laws finding their way 
into the statute book. Previous Legislatures, with some 
show of justice, have always advanced the plausible excuse 
of lack of time for proper consideration of the subjects 
brought before them. You, gentlemen, are deprived of 
that stereotyped apology, by the amendment to the Con- 
stitution extending the limit of the Legislative session to 
ninety days. The people having given you more time 
expect better laws, and will not be satisfied with crude 
legislation. While it may be true that the ehief magis- 
trate has a supervisory power over that portion of your 
labors which culminate in legislative enactments. . 

THE POWER IS RARELY USED, 

except to stay vicious or unnecessary legislation. Let us 
constantly keep in mind that we are not only making 
history, but shaping the destiny of a new State. The 
work of this session will not only he seen but felt hun- 
dreds of years from now. Whatever is good of it will be 
enduring. The faults of men, when put into printed 
matter, liye after them. 

There is no charity for a recorded blunder. Monu- 
mental stupidity outlives unrecorded virtue. It should 
be our highest ambition to so perform the functions of 
our respective offices as will conduce to the greatest wel- 
fare of the whole people, and: advance every interest that 
gives power and prosperity to the commonwealth, that it 
may be said of us, “These men conscientiously performed 
their whole duty to the State.” 


